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TABLE 1 Function Test Forces and Minimum Ultimate Strenpths®
Function Test Forces Minmum Ultimate Strangth
Carabiner Major Major Minor
Type No.l No2 No3 Axis Gate Axis Gate Axis Gate
Closed Open Closed
Nonlocking 0.8 KN 14 KN 7 KN 20 KN min 7 KN min 7 KN min
carabiner
Locking 0.8 KN 14 KN 7 KN 20 KN min 7 KN min
carabiner
Agee Appendix X1 for more information.
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University of Chile, Independencial 1027.
Santiago, Chile (1el:+56 2 678 6215 ,
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email: obehn@machi.med.uchile.cl).
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A Climate for all Seasons

English section: compiled and edited by: Shapour Samsam

arch 21, inaugurates the Iranian New
Year, which coincides with the Spring Season,
thereby, putting an end to the cold and often
hostile climate. Iran must be unique amongst
the Middle East countries, in that she has
which afford their
respective conditions.

With the onset of the spring season, we

own

four seasons,

witness the blossoming and blooming of flora
and the reproduction process of fauna, as well
as,a picturesque ecological community. The
mountain ranges throughout the country
usher a period of fertility and exquisite
beauty, almost unparalled in any othe country
in the Middle East.

Anyone who ventures to the mountains
during this period, will find that, on the
higher slopes, the thaw has commenced,
thereby setting up cascades, which are another
spectacular feature of the mountains at this
time of the year.

Quite in contrast to winter climbing, where
stopping the exertion for a rest in extreme
conditions, is tantamount to frostbite or
hyperthermia, during the spring season,
however, resting, catching your breath, and
even, sunbathing are not only free of any risk
but, found to be wholly enjoyable and
gratifying.

It is no wonder that the ski resorts at Dizin
and Shemshak are fully booked well in

advance of the Now Rouz holidays, where ski

Photo by: Askar Moosavi

enthusiasts flock to the slopes.
The huge disparity in weather conditions

during the winter seasons make it possible to
ski even as late as mid April. Such activities
seldom or never take place in any other
Middle East countries, where temperatures of
approximately 45° centigrade are quite
common, during the summer season.

Bearing the above in mind, all mountain
enthusiasts and top class climbers are
reminded that the warm, balmy climate
renders the

slopes exceedingly prone to

avalanche disaster, and landslides, which
have, in the past, claimed not a small number
of casualties. Subsequently, we recommend
extreme caution for climbers attempting any

peaks during the spring season. A
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