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ECOLE NATIONALE DE SKI ET D’ALPINISME

SERVICE RECHERCHE & DEVELOPPEMENT
LABORATOIRE D’ESSAIS DES MATERIELS DE
SPORTS DE MONTAGNE

Tél : 04 50 5530 16

Télécopie : 04 50 53 33 94
E mail : Jab@ensa.jeunesse-sports.fr

Chamonix, 10/25/00

Jean-Franck CHARLET
To

Mr SAVAMATI
IRAN DENA - CARABINERS
ISPHAHAN IRAN

C/0 IRAN KUHRO

Please find enclosed the correction of the reports sent on the 10% of July 2000. Three mistakes
were done in these reports :

- Carabiner 28 KN :

- Gate open strengh : instead of 1,090 KN it has to be written : 10,90 KN

T ——

- Minor axis strengh : insteud of 1,038 KN it has to be written :~ 10,38KN

- Carabiner 22 KN :

Major axis strengh : instesd 02,040 KN it has to be written 20,40 KN
THIS MEANS THAT BOTH ((ARABINERS ARE CONFORMED TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF TH.: UIAA AND CEN STANDARDS.

With my apologizes for these mistakes,

Best regards,
(Y YSY A )C’E‘.‘."JUB° ﬁ Jean-Franck CHARLET /_
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are often muddy and slippery.In November
the beginning of the cave is covered with
stalagmites and stalactites creating a supreme
beauty.One might easily get off the path if not
familiar enough with the first 300m of the
cave.

- As we advance in the cave its subdivisions
become less frequent and it turns into a
river-like = passage.After making a few
distances of 3-5Sm by the help of hoops, and
crossing two relatively large holes, we get to
the section which is thoroughly a river-bed
covered with small gravels. By crossing the
river-bed we reach the first narrow passage
and hole.Here, the surface of the passage is
muddy and a cold breeze touches the skin of
your face. Since the passage is too narrow,the
entry can only be realized without carrying
any equipement.

After crossing this narrow passage we get to
a very large hall and then to the second
beautiful narrow passage.By crossing another
hall with a cathedral ceiling we reach the next
famous narrow pass called "S". We cross it,
descend a distance of Sm by hooking and
abounding in stones, and get to third narrow
pass which leads us to the first well and the
beginning of our task. The first well, 6m deep,
is located on the top of the second well which
is 7m deep. By descending these two wells we
get to the third one, the most beautiful one
covered with stalagmites at its entrance
descending down to a depth of 37m. Ascending
becomes more difficult once we have
descended the third well and it requires not
only a good physical condition but also a very
strong moral.

Next we reach a drain tunnel and a step
tunnel through which, by crawling and gliding,
we get to the wells of 6 and 15m of depth, and
a hall with high ceiling.Then we pass through
another narrow passage similar to the drain

and step tunnels. These sections are
considered as the most difficult. In the next
section of the cave we reach a well with a
depth of 21m. In descending the well, the
speleologists get wet all through. the 7th and
the 8th wells are respectively 6 and 39m deep.
Descending the 8th well is performed in two
phases, since it has a shelf at the depth of 9
meters, serving to install the belay point. The
9th one is Sm deep. The 10th well,30m deep,
leads the speleologists to the 11th and 12th
well.

Sources:

1- "Kermaanshaahaan Baastan (Ancient
Kermaanshaahaan)", Ministry of Arts &
Culture

2-" Kouh ha va Gharhaye Iran ( Mountains
and Caves in Iran)", Marefat,Ahmad, 1973

3- " Joqrafia Tarikhi va Tarikh Mofassal
Kermaanshaahaan ( Historical Geography
and Detailed History of Kermaanshaahaan)"
Soltani, Mohammad Ali, 1991.

4- " Kouh hay Maankalaat (Maankalaat
Mountains)", Kemanshaahaan Mountain Club
Pub., Autumn 1985.
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central section of Kermaanshaah province, in
the western part of Iran, between Piravand
and Miandarband villages. It streches out
from northwest to southeast. It joins Mount
Shahoo ranges from northeast, and is
detached by Gamasiab river from Mount
Harseen ranges in south-east.

Piravand and Miandarband villages are
located in the southwest, Danivar and
Yeblevar villages in the northeast of Parrow

Its highest altitude, 3300m is called Sheikh
Alikhani summit located between Maghalat
and Tirandaz valleys. Other Parrow summits
are as follows: Kamarkabood with 3000m of
altitude, Chalehzard with 2800m, Beesotoon
with 2800m and well-known for the inscription
of Darius the Great, Taagbostan with 2700m
and also famous because of Khosro Parviz
inscriotions.

Parrows’s immense and vast water reserve
spouts in the form of springs on its
surrounding among which figures popular
springs of Taaq Bostaan Saraab. Beesotoon
and Kenesht Saraab are considered as the
most important of all.

The access to the highest altitude of
Parrow,Sheikh  Alikani summit passes
through Kermaanshaah, Taaq Bostaan and
Kenesht. This path can be made by car. From
White Spring in Kenesht on, the track, 20km
long with a gradient of 25-30 degrees,
continues up to Katycharmi spring and from
there on it is a 7-8 hours of walk to get to the
summit.

Historical Background

Many years ago, local people were aware
that Parrow cave exists. Certain among them
had attempted to explore it but were not
successful due to the lack of appropriate
equipments. While at the same time the
foreign explorers who had an access to

QO/QQS MM/@JWGJL‘—:/#JL&

1:250,000 map of Kermaanshaah province. By
magnifying the Parrow region map by 10, they
carried on their research and exploration,
enjoying from every necessary equipment:
from mule to helicopter. Iranians were
forbidden to accompany them and they
usually left the country with their scientific
findings and information ignoring thoroughly
the Iranian Mountaineering Federation.

It is worth mentioning that the exploration
of the cave to its deepest section could only be
realized by means of technical equipments,
expert speleologists, a well-studied long-term
plan, and a good physical condition.

In 1970 a group of English speologists
came to Iran to explore and study the cave in
the region. During their project, they came
across Parrow cave but did not get to a
considerable depth in the cave, so further
exploration was postponded to the following
year. ;

Meantime the attempt of a Polish group in
the region failed and their project was
postponded, too.

English explorers among whom Peter and
David Judsen, reached to the depth of 751m in
their second attempt but then had to stop at
that point.

Years after, came the turn of the Polish
group again, and this time they got to the
depth of 752m and could not get any further.

Characteristics

Parrow cave is recognized as one of the
most the difficult caves in the world.
It has a number of 26 explored wells of
different sizes.The entarnce of the cave in the
form of a small hole with an approximate
gradient of 30 degrees,leads to wide and small
spaces with numerous branches and huge
stones among which are formed deep holes
and precipices. The surface,in these sections




Parrow

‘By: Mohammed Reza Bigdeli
Translated by: Fatemeh Teymouri

Parrow Cave located in Parrow mountain
ranges, in Kermaanshaah province, is
considered as the biggest, deepest and longest
cave in Asia. It is also the twelfth and the
most difficult one in the world.

Parrow is thoroughly a limestone cave
situated in a chain of limestone
plateau where water infiltration and corrosion
are very high. The cave can be compared to a
canal or an underground river.From the
entrance to its deepest section, we are
confronted with steepy slopes and many wells
and steps. It is perfectly evident that the
formation of the cave daates back to the
ancient times when ecological conditions were
drastically different from our time. Findings
reveal that its formation through corrosion on
limestone has started during the third geology
period which is considered as the most
intensified rainfall period on the Earth. These
interesting corrosions can be seen in the form
of canals of 40 cm width and 50 cm height
through which a man of medium size can
easily pass. After passing through such a
narrow passage you suddenluy entre a large
hall with a heigth of 50 meters and a width of
15 meters, between which are formed a
number of wells, called "chimney". The
entrance of the chimney is narrow. It gets
wider and wider as it descends further more.
'This makes the ascending and descending of
the chimney rather difficult, demanding a
high technical level.

The cave is under a permanent downfall of
water. In the bottom of the cave flows a small

river which has its sources in the scattered
springs of the Parrow mountain. The debi and
the size of this river changes in different
seasons. The water is drinkable, but is heavy
with limestone and other minerals.
Sedimentary layers can be observed at
different levels of the cave’s walls, probably an
indication of massive spring floods flowing in
the cave.

Geographical conditions
Parrow mountain ranges is located in the
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