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Makou border mountains, Ghatoor, Khoy, Chehel
Cheshmeh, Panjeh Ali and Uraman. They divide
frontier rivers that pour into Uromieh lake in the east
and adjoin Vaan lake (Turkey) in the west.

Northern Zagros located in the south of Azarbaijan
mountains owns lower hight but possesses several
narrow valleys. Rivers, generally, conjoin the Caspian
Sea by Sefid Roud in the east or enter Iraq through
Small Zab and Alvand rivers.

Central Zagros like central Alborz with more than
3000 m hight is covered by acrons and elms. In fact,
locating between Kermanshah and Shiraz plains, the
central Zagros includes several parallel ranges called
Patagh with different widths from 200 to 600 km.
Gamasb river divides it into two western and eastern
parts. Western Zagros called Posht Kouh spreads from
Kordestan to Khouzestan. Kabir Kouh separates this
area from Iraq plain and Dasht Abbas. Zamin Kouh is
one significant peak here (Hight: 3062 m) . Eastern
slopes of Kabir Kouh lead to deep valleys and its
western slopes form Iran-Iraq border.

Eastern part of the central Zagros called Pish Kouh
consists deep valleys and a lot of mountainous straits
along with some towns. The eastern Zagros from
Hamedan to Lorestan enjoys several elevated points
such as Alvand with 3586 m hight in Hamedan,
Bisotoun and Dalahoo in Kermanshah and Oshtoran
Kouh, Ghali Kouh , Sefid Kouh and Green Kouh in
Lorestan.

Bakhtiari mountains and Dinar range, the highest
Zagros points, located between Lorestan and Shiraz
plains face internal plateau from one side. The other
side extends to Khouzestan plain and the Persian Gulf.

Bakhtiari mountains originate two important
Iranian rivers: Karoun in the west and Zayandeh Roud
in the east. Kohgilouyeh, another range in the area,
spreads to the Persion Gulf shore.

Some low elevated mountains are stretched in
Iranian southern parts to Balouchestan. Tangestan and
Lorestan, two specific ranges, conjoin Bashagerd
mountains on the Oman Sea banks. These mountains,
generally, lack flora and look bare.

The Eastern Mountains
Iranian eastern area from Khorasan to
Balouchestan contains several elevations namely Jaam

area, Kouh Sorkh, Kouh Siah, Kouh Hashtadan and
Ghaen mountains. Specific high points are Kalat (2850
m), Solaiman, Ahangaran (2877 m) and Shah Kouh
stretched from westernnorth to easternsouth toward
Lout desert. Also, Mokran range should be mentioned
which starts from Zabol in Sistan and extends to Bam
Posht area in Balouchestan. Its remarkable points are
Palangan, Malek Siah, Sorkh mountains and Taftan
volcano. These parts look steep, bare and stripped of
flora.

The Central Mountains

Central mountains spread from Kashan to
Baluchestan central hights. Ghahroud and Banan
ranges are counted as main ones. Ghahroud starts from
south of Tehran near Kashan and leads to Kerman.
Banan follows Ghahroud from south of Kerman to
Balouchestan near Mokran. Kerman valley is located at
the meeting point of Ghahroud and Banan. The most
important central mountains are called Ghafelan,
Karkas, Naien mountains, ShirKouh, Barez, Hezar,
Jopar and Plour mountains.

The central mountains enjoy certain natural
characteristics namely little rainfalls, severe winds, lew
permanent rivers, torrented rivers and sudden weather
changes. Cultivation is limited to river beds and
mountain slopes.

% %k %k k ok k k

WOMEN’S EXPEDITION
TO MOUNT.PUMORI

The Iranian women’s expedition summited Mount
Pumori, this autumn. The expedition leader was Ms.
Rahimzadeh, while the other members were as follows:
Sedigheh Moghadam - Rezvan Salmasi - Fatemch
Bathaei - Leila Bahrami - Bahareh Sinki - Zahra
Nazari - Farkhondeh Sadegh. A
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vast alterations due to volcanic activities and
earthquakes that created high mountains. Arasbaran
range located near Aras river and spread to Shaneh
Kouh peak (Hight: 3700 m) is the most significant
mountain here. It adjoins Ararat in the west and
Talesh mountains in the east. Two massive ranges,
Sahand (Hight: 3710 m) and Sabalan (about 4811 m),
exist in the Azarbaijan plateau. They are extinct
volcanos with lots of mineral springs.

Talesh mountains in eastern Azarbaijan extend to
Sefid Roud valley in Gilan. The western slopes with a
light gradient look bare, whereas the eastern ones with
asteep gradient towards the Caspian Sea seem more
fertile. Shah Moalem and Rostam Chal peaks near
Masouleh are among the highest points of Talesh with
approximate hight of 3300 m.

The Alborz range is one of the most remarkable
Iranian ranges. With its elevated peaks and deep
valleys, the Alborz, like a giant dam, resists
atmospheric activities of the Caspian Sea and the
central plateau. This large wall enjoys a length of about
600 km and is separated from Talesh mountains by
Sefid Roud valley in the west. In the east, it connects
to Khorasan mountains in Amortly plain.

The western and eastern parts of the Alborz see less
 elevation than the central area. Also, the western part
contains more width than the eastern. Some of the
Alborz mountains from west to east are as follows:
extinct volcano Dorfak, Dailaman, Lahijan and Sayalan
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mountains, Takhteh Solaiman
area, Kajour and Tochal
mountains. Since, there is
relatively little distance between
this part and the Caspian Sea,
heavy rains fall here. Yet, the
southern parts enjoy little
rainfalls.

The third part of Iranian
northern mountains is an
extention of the Alborz range in
the northeast called Khorasan
mountains. Starting from Shah
Kouh in parallel ranges, it leads
to Hindukosh. Many wide
valleys and plains lay at this
direction. Some towns, namely
Ghouchan, Bojnourd and Chenaran exist in the valleys.
Khorasan mountains are classified to three groups.

First: Hezar Masjed or Kopeh Dagh mountains
which form border hights and spread from the eastern
part of the Caspian Sea to Hariroud. Big Yelkhan,
Small Yelkhan and Kalat Naderi are considered their
famous mountains.

Second: This group includes high mountains such as
Aladagh and Binaloud. Aladagh’s peak (Shah Jahan)
with 3350 m and Binaloud with 3211 m hights are
counted among the highest points of Khorasan
mountains.

Third: Mountains belonging to this group enjoy less
elevation than the others. They consist isolated
mountains namely Joghtay, Esfarayen and Jovin.

The Zagros Range

The Zagros range covers the western area of [ran
thoroughly. It starts from Azarbaijan mountains and
stretches toward Mokran range in Balouchestan. Vast
plains and fields divide the Zagros range into northern,
central and southern parts. Zagros’ high peaks contain
steep slopes, deep valleys and narrow straits. The
average width approximates 200 km.

The Zagros range with 1350 km length is regarded
one of the largest Iranian ranges. The lowest width is
about 125 km near Dej river, and the highest is
approximately 275 km in Fars.

Some elevated points from north to south are




U troduction Fo Sranian
ANatural  Geografhy

DJalal Eftekhari
Translator: Elham Amirkiani

It goes beyond saying that
there are very few countries
like Iran which enjoys such
variety in weather, flora,
intact mountainous areas,
magnificent deserts, bushy
forests, groves, ponds, lakes
and wonderful caves.

Here, we intend to
represent characteristics of
Iranian orginal nature in
short, since we believe that
more familiarization with
our dear country results
more advances in science and
technology. Every scientific
and industrial field can be
scheduled according to exact
knowledge of different
sources and potentials.
Therefore,introducing Iran’s
geography obtains fundam-
-ental importance.

Furthermore, central and
eastern ranges should be
mentioned. There, we
observe bare earth and
scattered flora. The main
parts of Iranian folds belong
to "Alpian" group occured at
the end of the third
geological era.

Two factors are regarded
important in the process of
creating these high ranges.
The first refers to great
pressures from eastern to
southern parts. They elevated
a vast area of the earth.
Therefore, ranges such as
% Alps, Karpat, Ghafghaz,
Hindukosh and Himalaya
| appeared. The second is
| related to a volcano which
produced mountainous
phenomenons.

Usually, uneven Iranian

Mountainous Areas

Iran is divided into two areas. One part is covered
by deserts, the other one by fertile plains. Mountainous
areas consist two large arcs, one located in the north
extends from Azarbaijan to Afghanistan and includes
southern areas of the Caspian Sea completely. The
other arc stretches from Azarbaijan towards western
parts and like a high wall surrounds all western and
southern parts of Iran. These two ranges enclose north,
west and south of Iran well enough to prevent
Mediterranean rains from influencing our country. The
only open area is located in the eastern part and leads
to Torkestan and central Asia plains.

areas are categorized to four main groups:
1) Northern ranges2) Zagros range and related
branches 3) Central ranges 4) Eastern ranges.

The Northern Ranges

Iranian northern mountains are remainders of the
great Alpian and Himalayan folds. In the shape of
various ranges, they start from Ararat in Turkey and
extend to Hindukosh in Afghanistan. These huge
ranges include Azarbaijan mountains in the northwest,
the Alborz range in the center and Khorasan
mountains in the east.

The Azarbaijan mountainous area has witnessed
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