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started our ascent.

At the foot of Taftan there is a river whose water
is not drinkable. There is only a small stream in
the Tang-e Lu valley that is sweet and potable. In
this region water is full of minerals and the whole
mountain is composed of sulfur. Large and small
particles of sulfur release their fumes under the
scorching heat and the blinding sunlight. The
resulting gas is stifling. Tiny particles of hydrogen
sulfate make their way into your clothes and ruin
any cotton materials. That’s why it is better to
wear clothes made of wool. Hesitating for too
long in such a region is not good for the
respiratory system. It is approximately 20 km to
the summit form the village of Goosheh. The
ascension takes around 10 hours. From Goosheh
to the spectral valley of Tang-e Lu a hiker would
have to go through many ups and downs.

You can see sulfur gases and fumes coming out
of the mouth of the summit when you approach
Taftan, but if you didn’t know what the nature of
these fumes were, you could swear that a huge
snake was slithering towards the sky, trying to
escape life here on earth. In the spring, hikers can
see dry bushes and teasels in bloom. There is
vegetation underfoot with every small step you
take. These colorful flowers are simply not
describable; especially when you consider the
sulfuric environment that harbors them, with only
a small stream down below and smaller, bitter

tasting streams higher up. As you climb higher,
the number of shrubs and vegetation wane. No
matter how hard I tried I could not pick a flower.
I failed because there were so many splinters in
the bushes around the flowers that it was
impossible to approach them. You can only watch
them much like a prisoner behind bars that has no
way to reaching out for what he sees.

It is perhaps better that these flowers stay
clear of interference. Flowers aren’t like fish and
are not supposed to be put in an aquarium! They
have a short life span of 5-6 days. He who picks
thorny mountain flowers has to tolerate thorn
bites and hardships of the mountain.

Our group slowly trailed up. Someone was

whispering a religious hymn; another invoked the
legend of Farhad, the mountain carver, and
likened our nails to the hammer he used to tear at
the rocks. The beauty and majesty surrounding us
astounded everybody. We took our steadfast steps
upwards the summit, as though the volcano was
calling us up through its mouth of fire and smoke.
At the mouth of the volcano we felt like we were
at the gates of the purgatory.
Explanation: You can use a car from Goosheh to
Tamandan and at the height of 3400 m there is
the Sobah shelter that has been built by the
Mountaineering Board of the province in order to
help those who are interested in climbing this
mountain.

Qrient Explorer rou operaior

Si vous &tes passionnés par Paventure et la nature, si vous voulez voir PIran sous un
autre angle, laissez-vous tenter par nos voyages d’expéditions, randonnées...

Vous ne le regretterez pas !!

If you are passionate about the nature and you want to discover deep inside Iran, try
our adventure tours, trekking, hiking and bird watching...
You won’t

regret it !
Tel: +98 218784089 Fax: +98 21 8884403 < affice@arientexplocer.net >
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The Semi-Active Volcano of

T

@ Abbas Zamani
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July 2002

I had heard about Taftan often enough, about
its beauty and the fascination it evoked, until one
day a group of us decided to make the trip across
the desert and climb the peak of this one-time
active volcano. When we usually take to the trails,
the view, spiritual fulfillment, and sometimes
exercise are our priorities. We may not be
disposed to take a scientific outlook or see things
in a spiritual manner.

General Sir Percy Sykes, the carpetbagger
British colonial official, reports climbing the
volcano in 1893. But it was the Swedish explorer,
Sven Hedin, who had registered it in his
travelogues eighty years ago. These travelers
didn’t come for exploration, exercise, or glory and
honor. They had other motives that were of a
colonial nature. For us the reasons for visiting
Taftan were different, and my dream finally came
true 30 years ago when I headed for the perilous
Taftan with a group of
fellow mountaineers.

The road leading to
the foot of the
semi-dormant  volcano
was through a salt
desert, crisscrossed by
sand storms that may
bury a caravan at full
blast. Also, in those
days, roads were unsafe
and they caused a great
deal of anxiety to the
traveler. Our group got
caught in the middle of

a storm that stopped us on our track. We could
only roll the windows up and cross our fingers. It
didn’t take long for this primitive solution to foil.
The air in our car ran out and the windows
started to pop. Fine-grain stand found its way
inside and breathing became very difficult. It was
only our immense fortune that another gust of
wind blew from the opposite direction. This was
enough to change the situation miraculously, if
only for a short instant. Our driver did not waste
time and got away from the deadly claws of the
storm in full throttle.

Some times later, and having beheld our good
fortune, we saw the outlines of Savad Shahr(a
village near the city of Zahedan) and let out a
sign of relief. From Zahedan we continued our
journey to Khash and then to the village of
Goosheh. We had covered 44 Kilometers. Having
reached the foot of Taftan in Jamchin farm, we
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