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several rescue missions undertaken by
Kermanshahi mountain climbers in years past
were remarkable examples of teamwork and
dedication.

Those who wish to climb these mountains
should keep in mind that during the spring and
autumn seasons many of the ascending and
descending camps and resting places many have
suffered damage because of seasonal flash floods.
as such , it is necessary to carry appropriate
equipments like pegs (mikh), wedges, and straps.

Because of its nearness to the elevations of
Zanjan, Secol, and Prav, and due to the flora
found in the area, Bisotun is home to many
species of wildlife, including wild sheep (kal), wild
cat, mountain goat, rabbit, eagle, barbary falcon,
snake, a special crocodile called gogomak, wolf,
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fox, jackal, and many smaller birds and insects like
scorpions and tarantulas.

Below, readers can find a list of pathways and
trails that Kermanshahi mountain climbers have
trodden over the years. 2

The Eagle Trail (Ogabha) - The Qoush Trail -
The Middle Trail (Miani) - The Passing Trail
(Gozasht) - Year 68 Trail (Sal'e Shastohasht) -
The Hard Edge Trail (Yal'e Sakht) - The Hard

~ Lool Trail (Lool’s Sakht) - The Alipour Trail -

The Dolomites Trail - The Department Trail
(Daneshkadeh) - The Straight (Dariush) Trail -
The Iran Trail - The Shirin Trail - The Eskandar

Trail - The Wild Carnation Trail (Mikhak) - The
Kaveh Trail - The Mehr Trail - The Sharifzadeh
Trail - The Simurq Trail - The Headquarter Trail
- The Mother Trail - The Smith Trail (Ahangar).




Bisotun
The Realm ofF Devotion

® Hosein Issa Haj: outskints@tehranavenue.com
Tehran Avenue

This is the cliff of Bisotun, the southern face
of it. Here, one must stand tall and climb with
confidence. This is the only way to reach the top.
The huge cliff runs for 6 kilometers and reaches
800-1200 meters in height. Shining like a
diamond, it is one of a kind among cliffs and
mountains of the Iranian plateau. It stood along
the Sild Route, and this is perhaps the reason it
was always the center of attention, for emperors
and globetrotters alike. The presence of reliefs
and ancient engravings bears witness to this fact.

The remains of ancient civilizations can be
seen everywhere. One can start with the Cave ot
the Hunter. Other sighs and monuments dot the
landscape. They belong to various eras, from the
Achaemenids tablets to Seleucids, Parthians,
Samanids, Safavids, and more recently, the Qajar
dynasty intaglios, sculptures, bridges, and
caravansaries. The Achaemenid king, Dariush the
First, recounts the detail of his 19 wars with nine
kings on several cuneiforms in three languages -
Ancient Persian, Ilamid, and Assyrian - along with
his own bas-relief and those of the unfortunate
kings he took captive. A little lower than the
tablet, the sculpture of the Greek Hercules
reminds us of the Seleucid heritage. Next to huge
rocks at the foot of the mountain, one can spot
the embossment of Valesh or Belash, the Parthian
King. From the Sasanid era, one can notice the
stone  carvings known as Farhad-carving
(Farhad-tarash). But the focus of this article is not
the history that embeds these great cliffs.

Nor are these rocks only known for their historic

value. The amorous tale of Shireen and Farhad,
and the legend of Farhad carving Bisotun have
made of this cliff a monument to love. The beauty
of these spiring rocks can make the heart of any
lover of nature beat faster. Iranian mountain
climbers have also left their mark on these rocks.
After the Revolution, and with the rising interest
in mountaineering, the adjacency of Bisotun to
the city of Kermanshah made these rocks a
favorite place for climbers. Not only can one spot
many paths and trails in difficult terrains, but also
several resting places and overnight camps have
been constructed for mountaineers.

The limy rocks of the southern face now boast
several trails with different gradients, so much so
that in some paths you can reach stairs and ledges
within several rope-lengths. On some paths, you
can even reach a resting place within 10-15
rope-lengths. Kermanshahi mountain climbers
grade various climbs according to the season of
the year or the time frame of the climb. As such,
one can choose the difficulty of the climb
according to these gradations.

Because of the cretaceous lime rocks,
belonging to the third geological era, the southern
face is void of water. The summer climb can
become arduous. One can appreciate the resolve
of Kermanshahi mountain climbers at these times
and welcome the existence of trails and pathways.
Winds blowing from the plains of Chemchal, on
the other hand, make the winter season quite
cold. Rescue missions are very difficult in these
terrains and require tremendous effort. The
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