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* Fundamentals of classical thermodynamics, Gordon I.
Van Wylen, 3rd edition. * ISA standard.
* Smithsonian Meteorological Tables, Smithsonian Institute,
Washington, D.C 1958.
* Aviation Meteorology ground school, Usa 2003.

* National weather service.

* International Civil Aviation Organization.
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injured colleague. However, the members ruthless tenacity , unmitigated boldness and
superlative courage impelled them to launch a rescue operation, by placing Oraz -now barely
conscious- in a "Basket" and try to lower him down from the face. Passing the Spaniard’s camp,
who launched a summit bid, never to return. Snow and windslab avalanche, deepening cold and
sub zero temperatures frustrated the operation and prolonged the huge risk the entired team
faced, who were undoubtedly pushing their own limits to the extreme, as well as risking being
swept off the face.

After four solid days of relentless effort and sacrifice they reached camp 1 at 5600 meters
where they hoped helicopter evacuation could be implemented. By now the stricken colleague
had gone into a deep coma, and their hopes are all pinned on the pilot, who has and immensely
hazardous task in attempting to land in such treacherous conditions and against such appalling
odds. Finally, after two attempts the injured climber is helicoptered to Skardu, and then to
Islamabad, where after 22 days of hospitalization, in intensive care, he tragically passed away

The above is a truncated version of the epic and heroic story of breathtaking courage and

determination of the Islamic Repablic of Iran’s team members in their ordeal of evacuating their

stricken team member from 7800 meters on Gasherbrum I. A
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EVACAUTION FROM "DEATH ZONE"

Compiled and Edited: Shapour Samsam

The histroy of mountaineering is littered with challanges: no sooner is one accomplished than
another takes its place. The very act of attempting a major peak over 8000 meters involves a
high degree of danger which, by careful planning and sober risk calculation, can be reduced to a
degree, but, it can never be eliminated, since absolute caution, would stop you ever leaving Base

Camp and would contradict the very point of high altitude mountaineering.

On August 16th. 03, two members of an eight member expedition of an Islamic Republic of
Iran’s expedition to Gasherbrum 1, namely M. Oraz and M.Pezoueh left camp four at 7300
meters for a summit bid. Armed with high altitude gear, and crampoons, Oraz was in radio
contact with expedition leader Aflaki at Base Camp, reporting to him the heavy snowfall and
biting wind, which rendered progress slower than previously forecast. Oraz - a brilliant rock and
ice climber who had summitted Mount Everest in 2000, with five other 8000ers to his credit was
leading the rope and adroitly and swiftly negotiating the treacherous ground on the face when
he was struck by a huge boulder at an altitude of 7850 meters. With insidious effects of high
altitude, almost zero visibility, and bitterly cold winds of up to 100 kilometers, the two climbers
were blown down the face a good 600 meters in a thunderous roar. Oraz sustained severe brain
concussion, which left a 15 centimeter gash on his head, which reveals the severity of the

accident.

By radio contact with the expedition’s physician, Dr. Goudarzi, the necessary first aid
treatment is administered to the stricken climber, who is now in a state of shock and delirium,

violently shivering.

The remaning members, though all exhausted and grief-stricken, are all determind and
committed to launch a rescue mission of their colleague, thereby placing their own safety and
indeed lives on the line. In such hazardous terrain and at such altitude- 7100 meters near the

"Death Zone" few, if any members of an expedition are willing to effect a rescue mission for an
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