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hills, which are called KOLUT and are unique to

this desert, cover an area 150 km by 75 km in the
western desert. Kolut are very large dunes which
have hardened over time and, thanks to the forces
of erosion, taken on rather peculiar shapes. Upon
seeing their first Kolut, many people think they have
come across a ruined fortress. The naturally-
formed, high, perfectly vertical walls which surround
most Kolut lend them this effect. In fact, many early
visitors to the Lut named these hill clusters “Lut
Village” or “Abandoned Town.” According to experts,
the Kolut are totally unique — and no one knows
exactly how they were formed.

Sandy dunes cover part of the eastern desert. The
highest point of the Lut lies at 1,060 meters above
sea level; the lowest lies at 200m. Small swamps
are interspersed throughout the desert in
depressions where rainfall gathers. A number of
rivers and streams enter the Lut from the Kerman
Mountains, all of which are seasonal save one, the
“Kal va Rudshur” (“Salty River”), which flows year
round because the soils of its bed are not absorbent.

%?@/aa

The Salty River eventually enters an area called the
“Salt Depression.” Keeping in mind that the central
desert often does not see rainfall for years at a time,
the average yearly rainfall for the western villages
is 5 mm, making the Lut one of the driest places in
the world.

After reading Dr. Gabriel’s reports, one may
conclude that attempting to cross the Lut desert is
too dangerous to be considered, but that isn’t the
case. Erosion has hardened the dunes and hills
and opened up numerous gaps and corridors, so
they can be negotiated easily. The traveler need only
be wary of the swamps, which can contain
quicksand, but these are easily recognized and
avoided. With a GPS device, camels, a local Baluchi
guide, and adequate supplies and equipment the
desert explorer can start from NOSRAT ABAD (a
town which can readily supply camels) and cross
the desert to KESHEET in six days. To avoid
dangerously high temperatures such a trip should
take place between late fall and early spring. At night,
temperatures decline dramatically and winter
clothes are a must. The slightest amount of neglect
or carelessness in planning can doom the whole
expedition.

According to the researchers who have found
themselves in the Lut during late August, the
temperatures in that season are around 60 degrees
centigrade (140 degrees Fahrenheit). If these
readings are accurate, the Lut is unofficially the
hottest place in the world. Even baceria have a hard
time surviving on the surface of the Lut; mummified
camel carcasses, preserved for thousands of years
by the heat, aridity, and sterility of the environment,
are frequently found. We can, and in fact must, say
that the Lut Desert is top dog among the deserts of
the world. 5




Iran’s “Top Dog” Desert

Mostafa Salahi

Translated by TehranAvenue.com

The LUT DESERT, in southeastern Iran, is roughly
egg-shaped and 150 kilometers across at its widest
point. Unigue among the deserts of the world, it is
still largely terra incognita. One desertologist
described the Lut’s landscape as similar to the
surface of the moon.

The following information is derived from the
writings of both Iranian and non-lranian
researchers, from visits to villages at the edge of
the desert, and from a one-time passage from Seif
village to Salm village. “Kavir’ means desert,
devoid of life; “Lut” means completely empty, which
is the adjective that must be emphasized here.

Scientific study of the Lut began in the early 20th
century with visits from several European
scientists. Austrian Dr. {Alfonso Gabriel} and his
wife carried out two separate expeditions to the
area in 1927 and 1933, each lasting several
months and covering both the Lut and the central
deserts. Gabriel recounts his experiences in a
number of reports and a book, Travels In Iran’s
Deserts. The addition of a “Lut Desert Studies”
section to Geography Department at Tehran
University prompted more extensive study, both on
the ground and by air, with the participation of both
Iranian and non-lranian scientists.

Bordering the desert on the west are the north-
south Kerman mountain ranges, with numerous
summits exceeding 4,000 meters in altitude.
Moving to the east (toward the desert) the range

becomes lower and lower until all that remain are
dome-shaped eroded hills. In a north-south direction
along the western edge lie a string of villages, which
get their drinking water by way of a ganat
(underground canal)l system, traveling under the
hills to the foot of the mountains. The largest of
these villages is SHAHDAD, with a population of
8,000. In the eastern desert there are some
scattered villages, among which DAH SALM,
NAKHEELE and NOSRAT hold significance for
those wishing to cross the Lut.

The Lut is divided into three regions: northern,
central, and southern or “Zangi Ahmad.” According
to the local Baluchis, {Zangi Ahmad}, a famous
bandit used the southern desert as his hideaway
and so this region was named after him.

Today’s Lut Desert was once the bed of a large
sea. The surface of the desert has now hardened
into a crust of salt and other minerals. Clustered
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