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The Kalahrud Cave

By Mostafa Salahi
In memory of Fereydoun Esmailizadeh.

We all know the positive effects of health achieved through physical exercise. But, among sports, mountaineering is the
most refined in terms of character building. The spirit of mountaineering is one of cooperation and confederacy. When a
hiker sees another in need of help, she will no doubt come to his aid. When resting, she would offer him the more
comfortable spot. About to reach the peak, she will slow down so that her co-hiker can catch up, to share the victory
equitably.

Mountaineers don't have audiences that other sports do, as such it is the athlete's inner drive that moves him or her to
excel. When an accident takes place, mountaineers from far off place rush to the rescue. This was the case with a great
spirit called Fereydoun Esmailizadeh. His untimely death was news to all of us. Fortunately, Kouh Quarterly, in its issue
No. 41, tabulated some of the activities of Esmailizadeh. He would've preferred to die like an eagle, perched on high
peaks, but his destiny was to die in sick bed.

To.commemorate the spirit of this mountaineer, several of us decided to visit the Kalahrud Cave with mountaineers from
the Hamedan Province. According to various accounts, Kalahrud is one of the deepest caves in Iran. Our group took off
from Hamedan one early morning for Murchekhort in the province of Esfahan. From there, we drove 40 km towards the
city of Natanz before reaching the Kalahrud intersection. Another 36 km along the Kalahrud road got us to the village;
yet another 3 to the opening of the cave, where we bivouacked next to a beautiful pool whose water came from an
underground ganat canal.

The cave's opening faces the south at an elevation of 1450 m. It appears that the cave was formed after water
penetrated the rocks when the river was at least 50 m higher than its current level. The opening of the cave is a gallery
with a low ceiling. Once inside..the diameter of the cave varies from 4 to 20 m. At times, the path turns so steep that it
resembles a cliff. Six meters into the cave, we reached a small, oval chamber with a width of 30 to 40 and a height of 6
m. This chamber led to a larger one (30-50 m wide), which was the biggest space inside the cave. It also offered the
most striking view to the visitor. The walls of this hall were covered with pearls and the ground with grape bunches of
stalagmites. A small pond added to the beauty of the hall.

To the right of the larger hall, was an area with a concave, short ceiling. This was the final section of the cave. At the
center of this space was a small square 6 meters square in area. In the middle of this square a pit had been dug,
supposedly to light fire. Near this square was a water well, the only one inside the cave. The opening of this well was 2
m in diameter and 5 m in depth. This space was possibly used for short stays by shelter-seekers. From the right of this
space, two passageways branched off, one of which goes to the depths of the cave and was a waterway. The other
passageway led back to the opening of the cave with in steep slope. Together, the passageways of this cave were1200
meters long. The lowest part of the cave was at the end of it, which is 50 m lower than the opening. A
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m High ventilation tongue dramatically
increases the breathability of the
Gore-Tex lined boot.

m Deep pull hooks and lacing system for
a perfect fit especially at the heel.

m Double density sole unit to provide
excellent shock absorbency.

-

Lasportiva are very aware that your

S A . i = boots must fit your feet exactly, which
AL o= s il e e GDOU el is why they produce such a wide range

Pl - FFYAY 00 S8l O I 2 O o W P of models , all in half size.
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INDOOR CLIMBING WALLS & CLIMBING HOLDS

Inside & Outside climbing holds
Concrete indoor climbing walls
Fire resistant walls

Composite walls

Wooden walls

3D panels 1*1 m?

3D panels 1*3 m?

Training boards
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