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Deep sea angler 2,000 feet down in Monterey Canyon. Photo: Bruce Robison
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m High ventilation tongue dramatically
increases the breathability of the
Gore-Tex lined boot.

m Deep pull hooks and lacing system for
a perfect fit especially at the heel.

m Double density sole unit to provide
excellent shock absorbency.

Lasportiva are very aware that your
boots must fit your feet exactly, which
is why they produce such a wide range
of models , all in half size.
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Kusha Peak off of Sirjan-Baft Road

Mehdi Haj-Rabi' for Kuh Magazine
Translated by Tehran Avenue

Elevation: 4,441m
Best time to hike: Month of April

In April 2006 we left the city of SIRJAN in the province of Kerman, driving on the BAFT road via BORAZJAN and BIDAN
to the village of TALKHEH KHAR. The latter is a verdant village with an abundance of walnut trees. We left our cars at a
friend's adobe, packed enough food for a planned bivouac, and headed for a spot we had previously identified. We
wanted to ascend the KUSHA Peak from a difficult but beautiful direction.

The sky was overcast and, half an hour into our hike, we decided to change course. However, we soon came upon a
wall. We could not longer proceed on the new path. We had no choice but to descend the wall in darkness. God was
with us. We found our way back to safety and picked a place to sleep. Since we didn't have any tents on that cold night,
we looked for wood to start a campfire. There we almost no trees in the area, let alone logs. We were about to give up
the search when we magically found a dry log, which saved us from the cold of the night. We ate a meal prepared by the
group and slid into our sleeping bags. The sky was still overcast and rain came down in drizzles. Elevation sickness and
lack of sufficient oxygen was keeping me from going to sleep. We had a difficult day ahead of us. | consulted others and
took a pill to go to sleep.

At 4:30 AM, after breakfast and prayers, we were ready to move. Two hikers from our team stayed behind. One had
gotten ill and the other was taking care of the former.

Our path was along the river. The whisper of water was our guide. The terrain was varied. Sometimes it was like a

- canyon passage and at others mild and easy. From the elevation of 3,000 m, the path was strewn with aromatic herbs
that had grown next to rocks and wild flowers. Rocks were by and large loose and stepping on them required great care.
After two and a half hours of difficult climb, we reached TAKHT-E ABDOLBEIG| ("Abdolbeigi Mesa") or TAKHT-E SABZ
("Green Mesa"), a breath-taking vista the size of a football field, covered in lawn and on the foothills of a snow-covered
valley. The difficulty of the terrain was all but forgotten. Tasting the water from springs of the area invigorated us.

To our left, tall and proud, stood the majestic Kusha Peak. The wall before us resembled PANJ Peak (2 peak sixty
kilometers from the city of Sirjan). The valley was white with the snow of the previous winter, pasted like dots on the
flanks of the mountain. To our right, the peaks of LALEHZAR ("Tulip Field") and KALLEH MARI ("Snake Head") made a
show.

We rested for a few minutes and then headed for the peak. Having passed a few more snow-covered, slippery valleys,
we climbed the wall patiently and with care. Elevation sickness didn't leave me alone. My breath was wheezing and my
heart was beating fast. Exhaustion made me walk like a turtle. It was only the passion to reach the top that made me
follow my friends. On the peak, and indescribable sense of gratification pervaded my body.
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