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This is to certify that
MR. KAZEM ZABIHI FARIDYAN
Of IRAN

Has Successfully Climbed Mt K2, Chogori, (8611-M)
On 20™ July 2007
As a Member of Italian K2 (8611-M) Expedition-2007
Led by'Mr. Nardi Daniele
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THE MOON IS A FINE CELESTIAL BODY
BUT A WEAK SOURCE OF LIGHT.

TIKKA PLUS - 78 grams - 150 hour burn time - 100’ range - three lighting levels - www.petzl.com
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gloomy. But I saw that it was absolutely wrong! A lot of people smiled together, a lot of people who sad just
"Hello!" to us... a lot of smiling men and and women who hold their hands together, a lot of smiling children with
parents. Really, we saw that women have special shawls at their heads, but it is a normal Muslim tradition, and
Iranian women looked very nice because they know, how to reach harmony in wearing traditional clothes. Later on,
when we came to other Russian cavers, Russian girls who also took part at the expedition, told us that they never
felt so safe in Iran

At Hamadan city we visited several interesting places, include the famous Buali Sina Mausleum... Iranian people
who accompanied us, were amazed when Me and Mr. Pavel Sivinskih said "We know who is Abu Ali Ibn Sina, and
a lot of Russians know this great scientist too!" But most wonderful tip we had at Alisadr cave. As we intended to
make a film here, we came to the cave in the evening. A lot of people from Alisadr company helped us organize
this process, including Mr. Reza Asghari. We went through Alisadr cave passages by boats, it was just fantastic!
So deep and clear water, so nice dripstones at cave walls! Very nice situation, that a lot of usual people can see it
now. We also visited wild part of Alisadr cave, and Mr. Simon Brooks helped us find a correct way to a beautiful
chamber with fine alcite flowers. Here we had to talk for TV, Mr. Simon Brooks and Mr. Yosef Nejaei are very
helpful persons, because they took part in initial mapping of the Alisadr cave.

Next day we had a meeting with Mr. Mahmood Zareei, PR manager at Alisadr company. Our opinion sout Alisadr
show cave was very interesting for him, and we gave him some advices, because I saw enough different show
caves, and Mr.Pavel Sivinskih is busy in showing cave service at Russia, and has vast experience in this business
too. today we also visited Sarab water cave, which is situated not far from Alisadr cave, this cave was not as
intresting, and was more difficult for a visit. It was especially difficult for Iranian TV team, and we had to provide
more aid to cameramen during the evening we left Mr. Yosef Nejaeis house and went to Abbas Abad hostel,
provided for us by Alisadr company . It was very nice place to check our cave equipment and to live here.

During the days we had several tips to the Hamadan city and around it. At first we visited Alisadr Tour and Travel
Agency and had a long conversation with engineer Mr. Ahmad Hosaynee , it was very interesting for him to us with
us and with Mr. Simon Brooks especially. We talked about new paths at the cave, which can provide more visitors,
but we talked also about cave environment preservation.

One of caves that we visited is known as Ghale Jugh cave. It is an ancient burial cave, and Mr. Yosef Nejaei had to
limb to 8 meter high rock to provide safety for our group. The cave is very interesting, but strongly damaged by
people, who looked for a treasure at this cave. We had to write a special paper to Tehran to defend this cultural
heritage. We visited Sarab cave again, but without the TV team, and we had very nice cimbing here, and even
some swimming at special water sights.

At 10" of November we had a meeting with the rest part of the expedition, who spent this time mostly at Kuh-e-
Parau mountain, and had to survive at very difficult weather conditions. We visited Alisadr cave again, and when
we were at the office of Mr. Reza Asghari, I saw the advertisement paper on the wall it was written in English:
"Tran. The country of friendship" . I don’t believe to advertisement slogans completely, but when I recalled details
of our trip, I exactly understood "The country of friendship" is not the advertisement, it is true! All the people were
ready to help us, we had no problems with the police. We had no any problems with thefts or robbers. I understand
that Iran has enough different problems, but we had no contacts with any serious with problems, and will have
peace and happiness at their beautiful country.

Andrey Ostapenko
Dr. of Geography
Kuban State Uneversity, Russia.




Russian cavers at the country of friendshi

Last winter I received the email message which was very interesting trip to caves of Iran, with our Moscow friends.
As a lot of Russians — speaking of cavers saw this message, part at next expedition. Mr. Yuri Evdokimov from
Moscow, who organized I an 2 Iranian expeditions of Russian Geographical Soceity, was ready to see different
people at the 2 expeditions. Thus we had participants from different cities of Russia (including Ural and Siberia
regions), from Ukraine, Germany and Great Britain. In preparing the expedition I told Yuri about My dream to see
salt caves at Qeshm Island, and he sad "No problem, just buy a ticket and go where you want!" I was not alone with
my dream, and I contacted a very nice man from Kungur town (Ural region), with Mr. Pavel Swinskih, and spent
with him most part of our Iranian expedition.

We drove to Iran with 3 cars, and aimed for researching of Ghur — Parau cave (deepest cave of Iran) not far from
Kermanshah city. The way was long and difficult, Customs control at two borders was not very easy, but finally 29
of October 2006 we reached the bottom of Kuh-e-Parau mountain. Here we had the meeting with other members of
our expedition: with Mrs. Sharareh Ghazy became very helpful lady for us because she provided good contacts and
English — Persian — English translation between Russian and Iranian people. She helped me and Mr. Pavel
Sivinskih to fly to Qeshm island immediately, and asked us to take part in the exploration of new cave, situated
between Hamadan and Zanjan. Thus we were in hurry to visit salt caves at Qeshm and to go back before 3d. of
November.

Qeshm Island became very special place for us: we never saw salt plugs before and Tri Nahacu — longest salt cave
in the world, we never saw warm Persian Gulf . When we arrived at Qeshm airport, we had to arrange several
things here: to book our retum tickets, to buy water and bread, to take a taxi to drive to Namakdan plug. At first I
was looking for somebody, who could speak English, and I had the meeting with Imran, who works at the airport
and provided great aid to us. He introduced us to Mohammed: with ticket manager and with taxi driver, also we
received cell phone numbers of Mohammed, and could arrange to fly back and drive to the airport

Imran presented us very nice map of Qeshm Island.

In driving to Namakdan plug we saw desert, little villages, local people with white clothes. We came to Namakdan,
and were in looking for a good place for camp, with a nice shadow. We obtained the place not far from the entrance
of Tri Nahacu cave, explored by Czech cavers , and went to sleep, because we had sleepless nights before. Those
nice people couldn’t to speak English, and we couldn’t speak Persian, but I had a small dictionary at my pocket
and we could understand some words .

Next days we visited several caves We never could imagine a cave with about 30 degrees. Celsium inside 2-10
degrees which was normal for Russian caves. We also saw a lot of fantastic white dripstones of salt. After caving
we had no any ways to wash our clothes , except swimming at the Persian Gulf,

On the 1 st. of November I went to the top of Namakdan plug looking for a cell phone connection, in order to order
a taxi and tickets to fly to Tehran. I had to climb at very wild places, but one moment I heard "Salam Alleykum"
words not far from me. I answered "Alleykum Assalam" and we came more close together . we had strong language
barrier, but at first we offered some water together, then said some good words on Persian and English, and
English, and very nice people explained to me where I can use my cell phone at this part of Qeshm island.

At the 2 of November early morning time, Mohammed taxi came to our camp, and took us to the airport. Here we
saw Imran agam, and he helped us make all the necessary arrangements to fly to Tehran . We had nice fly, and
made the call to from Tehran to Mr. Ali Nejaei , who lives at Hamadan. Ali explained how to go to Hamadan city
and to contact him. We had very nice way by bus to Hamadan, Ali and his father Yosef came to meet us at the bus-
stop. As both men could speak English, it was easy to communicate. At Mr. Yosef Nejais house we had very nice
communication and we could test very taste Iranian food . Our Moscow friends told us that Iranian food is very
special in Russian terms, but it looks that their wrong opinion was based at a food , taken at cheap restaurants! Mr.
Yosef Nejaei, 67 years old man, is a well — experienced mountaineer and caver, I dream to be like Mr. Yosef if I
shall reach 67 years old.

Next day was Friday, and some of Mr. Yosef Nejaeis relatives came to his house to meet foreign cavers, Mrs.
Sharareh Ghazy and Mr. Simon Brooks also arrived here then [ranian TV group arrived and we began visits to
famous places of of Hamandan city.

As most of the time we spent at wild caves, or at bus stations and airports, it was very interesting for us, how
Iraniars  live their life . Russian mass-media , which strongly depends on official USA opinion, may be even
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