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CLIMBING -

MODEL: CASINGER SsuuwlS
SOLE: vibram @ J
LINING: Groe-texe Water proof o o

SIZE: 36-48

MODEL: NORDICA 155,95
SOLE: vibram @

LINING: Groe-texe Water proof
SIZE: 36-48

MODEL: LOWE IggJ
SOLE: vibram @
LINING: Groe-texe Water proof
SIZE: 36-48

MODEL: MAKALO gliSlo

SOLE: vibram @&

LINING: Groe-texe Water proof
SIZE: 36-48

MODEL: ALPE T
SOLE: vibram @&
LINING: Groe-texe Water proof
SIZE: 36-48 @ MODEL: PAMIR 2oL

SOLE: vibram @
LINING: Groe-texe Water proof

SIZE: 36-48
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as 1798, a French climber - Olivier turned back
near the summit and abandoned his attempt. In
1863 a French naturalist- Aucher Eloy, reached
the Damavand summit via the Thompson route.
Sir Austin Henry Liard, a French man of Brit-
ish origin, went caving at 'Salman' cave back in
1840, and then went on to the Bakhtiari region
namely Izeh to carry out geographical research;
the following is a summary of his observation,
"On both sides of the cave was etched a num-
ber of figures as large as a human being; this
engraving in all probility datedback to 7th. or
8th. century B.C.

In 1864 a French cavalry officer officer,
Count De Sortis, together with with other mem-
bers of the French community resident in Iran,
escaped the cholera outbreak in the city, by tent-
ing by a Tochal fountain. There exists a large
boulder, in the "Oroos Valley" which records this
incident. Jan Jack Mari De Morgan, a world class
exploref and mountaineer, not only in a winter

assault conquered the Damavand summit, but also

composed several books on geography zeology

and anthropology which were to become of ref-
erence value for future generations. Another sa-
lient feature in the depth of the France-Iran ties,
marked the maiden flight over the Damavand
summit, exactly 22 years after the first flight in
history by the Wrights Brothers. This sortie was
conducted by three French bomber aircrafts over
the Damavand summit. The crew were three
bomber pilots, accompanied by the then Minster
for War, General Amir-Tahmaseb.

On August 4,1956, 6 French climbers,plus
Mr.Gilanpour, leading the Iranian team of 10
climbers, summited the Alam Kouh face.

Countless other stories of similiar nature are
registered in the records of Iran's mountaineer-
ing history, but, due to the shortage of space, such
text has been ommited in this article. France's
training courses and contact with French sports
authorities, rekindles past memories, where both
sides look upon such past history, with mutual
respect honour and dignity. May such ties be the
cause for further unstinted collaboration between

the both countries.




FRANCE'S CLIMBING
INSTRUCTORS IN IRAN

Translated and edited by: Shapour Samsam

France has,undeniably, emerged as the lead
nation in promoting, enhancing and furthering
the finer arts and techniques of high altitude
moutaineering in the Himalayas.Group de Haut
Montagne (GHM)was founded as far back back
as 1919 and its aim and objectives were to train
and hone the climbing skills of all out door en-
thusiasts and world class mountaineers. Maurice
Herzog's successful conquest of Annapurna
graphically demonstrates the French outstanding
expertise in the field of high altitude
moutaineering . For ruthless tenacity, obssesive
attention to detail and planning, unrivalled forti-
tude, exceptional technical and high altitude skills
by all the expedition member, it still ranks as one
of the most formidable tasks in the annals of
moutaineering history to this day. As is common
knowledge in spite of the fact that Herzog lost
both his hands to frosbite,the indomitable
Herzog's ambition as a born leader compelled him
to forge a new life from the mutilation of his past,
and successfully immerse himself in Public life
as the Mayor of Chamonix, President of the
French Alpine Club, holding parliamentary of-
fice as rerentative of the sport. Herzog's inspira-
tional leadership and drive was without a shadow
of doubt instrumental, in not only establishing

and cementing France's position in the mountain-
eering world, but also paving the way for the
conquest of all '8000 ers' from that date onwards.
As defined by no lesser mortal than Sir Chris
Bonington in his 'Moutaineer' book, the 1950’s
was the Golden decade of high altitude moun
taineering.

The Iran-France bilateral ties have always been
extremely fertile and productive and on order to
further promote and consolidate such ties the pres-
ence of France's climbing instructors in the last 200
years, has been a pivotal factor in enhancing and
bolstering the performance off all out door enthusi-
asts, as well as world class mountaineers. Iran can
become the 'cross roads'between Asia and Euro-
pean nations, as Iran affords a multitude of big walls
and countless climbing opportunities for climb-
ers from all over the world. Such activities will
be the cause for the further promotion of Ira-
nian mountaineers climbing skills. We must not
forget that when Harry Roast and the late Amir
Alai made a successful ascent of the Alm Koh
face, the ensuing reports and other articles in
Europe's climbing literature, was the cause for
countless climbers to flock to Iran for attempt-
ing this very face. A survey of the activites of
French climbers in Iran reveals that as far back
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