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(Holy Fire Place)

Gar Chal (Holy Fire Place)

Or Dasht-e-Havij
(Carrot Pampas)

Jafar Sepehri
University of Applied Science and
Technology

Dasht-e-Havij is the name of small
beautiful grassland near Afjeh, a village
in Lavasan. It is about 25 kilometers
northeast of Tehran. You can go to Afjeh
by car, and then you have about 2 hour’s
hiking to reach this beautiful pampas.

Although in Persian the name means
“pampas of carrot”, you can hardly find
any carrot plant in there. Its real name is
GarChal or AgerChal. Ager in ancient
Persian language means fire. Even
nowadays Kurdish people make fire
in New Year festival and call it Ager-
Noroji. The word Chal means place. So
AgerChal means the place of fire. There
are four mountains around this pampas
which make it seem like a firebox.

The summits of the four mountains
are BorjRizan (3650 m.), Parsoon (3100
m.), Atashkouh (3850 m.), and Mehr-
Chal (3920 m.), respectively. There is
also another summit called Saka (3700
m.) located near them. These mountains
and pampas are Elysium (heaven?) for
mountain climbers. MehrChal means
place of sun and Atashkouh means
mountain of light.

In ancient Iranian myth, it is men-
tioned that coldness was the name of a
monster and people used to fight with
it. Then Hoshang, king of Iranian, found
silex firestone in 30th of January. They
fought with the monster of coldness
with help of fire on this day and got
victory. Since then, 30th of January
became the first [ranian festival which
was called Saadeh, meaning 100 days
after beginning of great winter.

There is a small pampas near Afjeh
village too called Siavosan. Siavoosh
was a famous good Iranian hero who
was killed by the greatest enemy of
[ran, Afrasiab. There is an ancient vil-
lage with 3000 years of history near this
pampas called Kond.

This village and pampas were places
where the Iranian hero Feridoon was
brought up. Feridoon (Triton) with help
of a brave black smith Kaveh, fought
with tyrant draconian King, Zahak
(means Dragon) who had two horrible
serpents (snakes) upon his shoulders.
These serpents needed to feed up by
human brain everyday. In a battle, Feri-
doom defeated Zahak and imprisoned
him in Damavand Volcano, the highest
top of Iran (5604 m.).
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