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Mount Khuiten, Mongolia
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

The Andes, Peru

Mount Everest, Nepal

The Matterhorn, Switzerland
Mount Elbrus, Russia
Cilaltépetl and Iztaccihuatl,
Mexico

Denali, Alaska

Annapurna, Nepal
Damavand, Iran
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chy” customs.

April is the most beautiful month in the Alborz
mountainchain. Everywhere it is green and all covered
with flowers; special lovely scarlet copses. Whereas
the mountain peaks are covered by white glaciers, with
shiny sun light in a blue sky which includes some scat-
tered fractocumulus clouds.They create one of the most
fantastic fantasy views that you can imagine.At the
same time,friendly birds sing on tree blossomswhile
noisy lambs scamper in the hayfields.The magic of the
nature is completed by the voice of roaring moving wa-
tered hear everywhere.

In this special event, matriarchy, which normally
hasa weekend,of all men, except suckers and the old
petrifies which should go out of the village to a grass-
land far from the area named “Aske-Vash”. There is a
huge basaltic hole in that area and men should collect
snow in this hole. In the hot summer days they use the
water of melted snow to water their thirsty sheep herds.
This event is named “Barf-e-Chall” combiningthe two
words, Barf means snow and Chall means hole and
place. It means the place or the hole that you gather
snow. The males in the village should be prisoned at
home and can’t go even to windowpane.

On the same day the dene rule and are control by
women. On the previous day, they elect the queen in a
general referendum between candidates. The candidates
should be young, tall, beautiful, strong, brave, melliflu-
ous, sociable,managerial, and have good etiquette. The
queen shouldn’t have a baby nor be pregnant at that

_time. She should not be last year’s queen, as well. The
referees select the best woman and offer her a purple
robe and diadem. They call the queen “Shah_zan”.

First the queen chooses the village guardians. She se-
lect about 30 tall, strong, bash less, brave girls among

The mmorpenalty is cooldng cookie

The queen selects two minsters for that day. One of
them sitson her right hand and is called “Sun Donna”.
The other sits on her left hand and is called “Moon
Donna”. They wear scarlet dresses but they shouldn’t
have a diadem.

At sunrise, when all the men go out the village, the
women come out with their best colorful dresses and
start to sing, play, and dance to the queen’s house. They
demand her by singing and for herto come with them
to her fantasy palace. They repeat their request three
times and then the queen comes out and goes with them
between her guards in a parade.

The place of the palace is based on the weather. On
a sunny, breezy day, they choose a high place in the
village and put the queen’s throne and minster chairs
under a canopy which is decorated by colorful cloth.
Four guards stand around her. On a rainy day, they de-
sign one of the public houses. Today, they asked the
meteorology organization about the fair weather day.

At first, the queen sends guards to hunt any man that
may be hiding in the village. If they find any man, they
punish him violently.The guard commander delivers
her report every half minute. A group of women make a
detailed elegant lunch for this festival. The others sing
songs, dance, and play music, read poems and lyrics,
the act at a theater till lunch. About two in the after-
noon, they eat their lunch. After lunch they start to col-
lect and clean everything. They dance and eat nuts and
fruit until sunset. They go back to their homes at sunset.

After sunset, the village men are allowed to come back
their homes. No one says welcome to them.No dinner is
prepared and the men have to go to sleep immediately.

Toronto
Feb 16, 2015
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